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from 'less to more 
    human conditions'

         Jesus said

       I am the light of the world;

      anyone who follows me will 

  not be walking in the dark

but will have the light of life

                                              John 8-12
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Patron's Message

FACTS & FIGURES

“ There is no democracy with hunger, 
nor development with poverty,

nor justice in inequality”
                                                                                                         Pope Francis

Over half a century ago the Archdiocese of Verapoly, based on the teachings of Christ, set itself 
upon a mission of social service among the people of all castes and religion in this region. The 

humble beginnings have grown by leaps and bounds.  One may reminisce the past with a deep 
sense of gratitude to God Almighty.

More recently, the Snehabhavanam programme has culminated its activities in a speedy 
disbursal of housing aid and for repair and new houses to the needy.  The efforts put in by ESSS 

to fight back the Kerala Flood were great.  The crash programme of medical assistance for 
cancer patients and cancer awareness is quite commendable.  The visibility of mutual help and 

unity among the people touched my heart very deeply.

Needless to enumerate every activity that ESSS has been following.  Every movement has been 
rewarding and fulfilling.

I extend my all out appreciation and paternal blessings to Fr Martin Azhikkakath, Director and 
his team for the good work done by ESSS.

Invoking God's abundant blessings upon you,

Archbishop of Verapoly
+Joseph Kalathiparambil



Director's Message 

“ To keep a lamp burning we have to keep putting oil in it”
Mother Teresa

We remind ourselves of the past in order to cherish loftier values set by our 
forerunners and aim for better and harder goals of the future.  This was proved to be 
the core in times of trial and hardships ESSS had to face in the bygone years.

ESSS had its beginning in 1962 and ever since the progress has been uphill.  This was 
possible only with the bountiful help of God Almighty.  The other sources deserving 
our indebtedness are our sponsors and benefactors in the first place, Government agencies and organisations, and our 
beloved partners. Our Archbishop Joseph Kalathiparambil has always been a source of inspiration and guidance to us. He 
was always concerned about the sad plight of our people.   His programme “Snehabhavanam” helped hundreds of people 
to have a house of their own.  

The Kerala Flood Relief programme was the most important challenge of ESSS during this period.  But we are happy that 
everything went well with the generous support of many donor agencies, CBOs, parishes, well-wishers and above all, the 
staff of ESSS who toiled to rebuild the lives of the flood victims. 

The annual report summarizes the activities that ESSS has been continuing in its efforts to mitigate the sufferings of the poor 
and start new fronts of social work. 

Our rewards have been varied.  We hope, by the help of God, not to put a halt or slag behind in our efforts to achieve 
standards of excellence in social uplift.

Let me take this opportunity to thank the Governing body, funding agencies, government bodies, CBOs, parish priests, 
village volunteers, social ministry coordinators and all our esteemed partners for their cooperation and partnership without 
which our efforts would be incomplete.  I also take this opportunity to thank our auditors M/s C.B. Joseph & Co.

Let me conclude with the words of the poet H.W. Longfellow:

“ Trust no future, how'er pleasant!
Let the dead past burry its dead!

Act, - act in the living present!
Heart within, and God o'erhead!

Wish you all well in Jesus

Fr. Martin Azhikkakath

President & Director, ESSS.
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